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Anita Pollitzer 


outstanding Feminists of America, Anita Pollitzer of New York and 

South Carolina is organizing deputations to call on the Presidential candidates 

to sound out their attitude toward Equal Rights. The first deputation 

appeared September 9 before Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt. In private 
“< life Miss Pollitzer is Mrs. Elie Edson. 


| of the National Woman's Party end one of the 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY | 
The object of this organization shall be 
to secure for women complete equality 
with men under the law and in ail human at oe 

relationships. 


| ‘SHE LOCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

threnghout the United States and every 
place subject te its jurisdiction.” 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 


foe Joint Rerolution Number 52} 
House Joint Resolution Number 55) 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 3 
by P, North Dakota. 


Introduced In the House January 11, 1982, | 
by Rupagsentative Louis 


oN ow. the Time 


= HERE are sentences in retent speeches of two cuniiblates for the Presi- 


issue Of EQuaL Ricuts, is seeking elucidation, 


President Hoover declared himself for r “equality of. opportunity to every : 


individual.” 


Governor Roosevelt said, “We must make Avbritie individualism ta 
equality of opportunity for all.” ees 
Placed side by side, these two statements are seen to be so similer as : to 


be almost identical. “Equality” and “opportunity” occur in both. The word - 


“every” in the Hoover utterance corresponds to “all” in the Roosevelt speech. 
And “individual” in one is balanced by “individualism” in the other. 
We are therefore forced to conclude that, if these statements mean | any- 


_-». thing at all, they mean exactly the same thing. 


The United States Supreme Court has ruled that women are not persons 


“hh the sense that that word is used in the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
. Constitution. ‘ That, however, was becatise women were not regarded as 
~ persons ‘under the Common Law of England in the light of which the Four. 


teenth Amendment was written, When Mr. Hoover and Mr. Roosevelt speak 


oe persons or individuals, we assume that they are using these words in their 
present-day, dictionary significance. Taking the dictionary as our guide 

 thereforé we find first, that individual is defined as “a single person, animal 
or ‘thing,” and seconilly, that a person is a “human being; an individual.” 


As no one has ever denied that women were human beings, Mr. Hoover 


‘and Mr. Roosevelt in using the words “individual” and “individualism” in 
_ the statements we have cited could not possibly have intended to exclude 


women, and the ‘conclusion is. therefore ‘ineyitable that they are advocating 
equality of opportunity for every individual American man and woman, which 
is exactly what the National Woman’ s Party is striving for, as can be seen by 


reading the “Object of the Woman’s ses in the lower left-hand corner 


of this page. 


Tf that is their Ratorn, the time has come to say so fearlessly and without 


| , dodging or straddling. The candidates owe it to their wives and mothers, te 


themselves, to the millions of American women who respect themselves as full- 


fledged, self-determinate human beings, and to other millions of justice-loving 


- American men. They will be weighed in the balance on this issue—which 


“means so much for the progress of the race—not only by their own generation 


bat their children and their children. 


A. Marguerite Smith, Mass, 


Margaret Whittemore, Calif. 
Mrs, Valentine Winters, Ohio 


Points the Way 


action of the California Federation of and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs in endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment 
‘and the Equality Reservation to United States Adherence to the World 


- Court is bound to give a tremendous impetus to re ~— Rights movement 


throughout the country. 

_ @here is no question but that the position of women in the economic world 
has become less secure since the present crisis reduced the number of available 
jobs. Married women workers were the first to feel the effect of the business 


slump and there can be little doubt, if matters should grow worse, that 


propaganda will be directed toward eliminating widows and single women 
from the working ranks in preference to having men deprived of their jobs. 
Anyone who has ever worked for a living knows that the ways and means 
employed to reduce working forces are often very devious and subtle. A job 
may be aholished to deprive a woman of it, and thereafter a new job created 
in order that a man may ally into the position the woman was compelled to 
vacate. 

One naturally senile the Business and Professional Women’s Clubs and 
Federations to be the first to recognize the seriousness of such a situation and, 
becanse experience has taught them to deal with emergencies, to take prompt 
steps to put an end to injustices that threaten not only their own economic 
security, but that of every self-supporting woman in the United States. And, 
having in mind the spirit of the hardy men and women pioneers—of the 
California mothers of bygone days who treked through a seemingly endless 
wilderness of mountain, plain and prairie to win greater opportunities for 
their children—we are not surprised that Califoruia points the way. 


dency that present a neat little study in parallelism. They are the - 
sentences on which the National Woman’s Party, as ai. gg in this — 
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September 24, 1932 


The Party the Presidential Candidates 


RESIDENT HOOVER in his accept- 
ance speech says we must preserve 
“equality of opportunity to every 


individual so that he may achieve for him. | 


self the best to which his character, ability 
and ambition entitles’ him.” 

Governor Roosevelt in his Columbus 
speech says “we must make American In- 


dividualism which is was intended to be— 
equality of opportunity for all, the right 


of exploitation for none.” | 
The National Woman’s Party 1 sayn to 
each of the candidates: Is this a mere 


expression of belief or do you mean that 


you will put your power behind the estab- 
lishment of Equal Rights and equal ‘op- 
portunity for men and women? — 


“In line with its policy to take every 


opportunity to advance the position of 


women, the National Woman’s Party will — 
work in whatever way seems best to make — 
all of the presidential candidates realize — 
the importance of Equal Rights. To this. 


end we will endeavor to See each of the 


Governor Roosevelt Receives ss acts on Equal 


Equal Rights to the attention of the 
Presidential candidates, a delegation 
from the National Woman’s Party called 
on Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt at the 


[: line with its declaration to bring 


Executive Mansion in Aibany on Friday, 


September 9th. 

The appointment was asked for before 
the Governor started on his Western trip, 
in order that he be apprised of the situa- 


tion confronting women throughout the 


land before beginning his speaking tour. 
In spite of the less than a day’s notice, 
there were nine women in the group that 
went to Albany. 

Anita Pollitzer, Vice-Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, who presented 
to the Governor the discriminations in the 
law which still confront women and the 
need for the removal of these discrimina- 
tions, said: — 

“The National Woman’s Party is 5 deeply 
interested by the declaration in your 
speech of acceptanee on ‘equal rights 
for all” Equal Rights to us means that 
the laws under which we live should apply 
to men and women alike.” . 

On behalf of the National Woman’s 
Party Miss Pollitzer presented Governor 
Roosevelt with the following list of dis- 
criminations, saying : 

“Do you know that there is not : a single 


State in the Union today where all the | 


laws apply equally to men and women; 
that married women in about one-half of 
the States are under legal disabilities 
limiting their power to contract; that in 


more than one-third of the States the 


rights of mothers over their children are in- 


Letter Our Mrs. 
O. H. P. Belmont, Who Is Now 
in France, to Mrs. Harvey W. 
National Charman. — 


August 22, 1932. 
Dear Wiley: | 

Thank you so much ‘for your lefier 
which arrived today and whieh Miss 
Young read to me out of doors under the | 
trees in the eourtyard of the Chateau. 

I wish very much that ’ ~suld be in 
Washington and help with «une splendid 
work you are ali doing. I myself am 
getting better. — 


With my best wishes to all my friends — 
at Alva Belmont House and again many 
thanks for your letter, believe me,. 


| ‘Yours sincerely, 

“Alva E. Belmont 
candidates ag a them of the demand 
of women for equality and to tell them 
of the discriminations which still exist.” 


This wag the resolution passed unani- 


mously at the last meeting of the National 


Council of the Woman’s Party, 


ferior to those of fathers in some respects; 
that inheritance laws in some States dis- 
criminate against women; that about one- 


half of the States deny to married women 
the power over ticit property which is 
freely given to married men as regards — 


their property; that some of the States 
give the earnings and services of- married 


women to their husbands; that in two-. 
thirds of the States of the Union a double 


standard of morals is sanctioned by law? 
“Do you know that women are dis- 


criminated against under certain citizen- 


ship, naturalization and immigration 
laws; that some of. the States still bar 
women from public offices and positions; 


that in 27 States women are barred from 


service as jurors? 

‘Do you know that in the name of ‘pro- 
tection’ laws have been passed restricting 
the labor of women but not of men, and 
that these discriminatory laws based on 
the sex of the worker rather than on the 
nature of the work handicap wage-earning 


women and prevent them from earning | 


their livelihood on equal terms with men?” 

“The National Woman’s Party,” Miss 
Pollitzer told the Governor, “has only 
one plank in its platform, and that is the 
establishment of Bqual Rights for men and 
women in law, in industry, in all respects. 
Our organization is composed of women 
of all parties who are united to do their 
utmost toward the furthering of this ob- 
ject. Just as in the suffrage campaign, 
the National Woman’s.Party put its 
strength: into uniting the scattered forces 
which had been divided in many State 
and local campaigns, so at present it is 


of discriminations. 


267 


Anita Pollitzer, Vice-Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party, offered to take 
charge of securing the appointments and 


arranging for the visits to the presidén- 
tial candidates. 


It was decided that these 
visits Should not take the form of large 
deputations but should be made by a. 
small committee which would present 
facts to the candidates on the need for 
Equal Rights and explain to them the 


_ need for the passage of the Equal Rights 


Amendment and the Equality Reservation 
to the World Court. It was agreed that 
Burnita Shelton Matthews and Miss Pol- 


-litzer prepare a statement to be presented 
to the candidates, calling to their atten- 


tion the status of women under the law = 
today and the urgent need for the removal 
The candidates. will 
be asked between now and the date of 
elections to express unmistakably” their 
position on Equal Rights for men and — 


women in law, in ia and in all 


uniting the varions forces 
the different items on the Equal Rights 


program. To this end we have introduced: 
in Congress an amendment which reads: 


‘Men and women-shail have Equal Rights 
“throughout-the United States and every 


place subject to its jurisdiction.’ The 
question of Equal Rights for men and 
women will therefore be an issue before 
the nation until it is realized. We are 
asking the leaders of the parties to use 
the great opportunity before them to fur- 
ther Equal Rights throughout the land. 
A straightforward declaration from you | 
between now and the time of election 


would be an impetus to the movement for 


Equal Rights. The ‘equal rights for all’ 
to which you refer is not a reality today 
and women throughout the country are 
asking how you stand on this issue.” ™ 

- Adelaide Stedman, of California and 
New York, then presented facts in regard 
to the international side of the Equal 
Rights program, “Not only must national 
gains be won, but women must guard 
against inequalities in the internationai 
field,” she said. “At this moment women 
are working tirelessiy in Geneva in oppo- 
sition to the Hague Convention which 
differentiates between men aad women ih 
maiters of nationality. - At the First 
World Conferencé for the Codification of. 
International Law held at The Hague in 
1930, the one ‘convention adopted was a 
Nationality Convention © discriminating 
against women. This Convention reeog- 
nizing one rule for women and another 
for men has been w dely hailed by the 
League of N ations ag the first step ‘in ‘the 
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project of the League/for a World Code | 


of law to be administered by the World 
Court. If the United States is to enter 
the World Court, it should first be made 


- . @ertain that the law to be administered 


by thut court is not unjust to women. 
“A proposal for a reservation to the 

Resolution for Adherence of the United 

States to the World Court is now before 


the United States Senate which reads: 
“provided that the Code of Law to be 
administered by the World Court shall 
not contain inequalities based on sex.’ — 


“A gerious situation confronts women 


@f-the world unless the unequal Hague 
Nationality Convention is reconsidered 


and unless the articles in it that dis- 
criminate against women are deleted,” 
Miss Stedman told the Governor. “As 


‘the leader of your party, we want you to 


know our unalterable qpposition to a 


guperimposed law based on the of 


the subjection of women.” 

Josephine Casey of Illinois, field-worker 
for the National Woman’s Party, ex- 
plained to Governor Roosevelt the re- 
action of the working women of Georgia, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and New 


Jeraey to “one-sided laws.” Miss Casey 
States this 


bas been working in thedé 
year in co-operation with working women, 
in the defeat of bills discriminating 


oe women in industry. 


‘country other than Soviet 
@ Russig cen women claim complete 


* equality with men, and indeed in what 


country other than Soviet Russia could 
this have come about? 


_ Im the revolution of 1917 Russia de- 
a: that only through Communism 


could she give freedom to the masses, so 
men and women fighting side by side for 
that cause shared equally the fruits of 


 ¥ietory. Whether the fruits are sweet 


with success or bitter with failure, we 
cannot yet say, but the fact remains that 
they are shared. The Communists’ creed 
is “collectiviam.” It is this creed that is 
the foundation of their new social struc- 
ture, and we shall see how far-reaching 
is its effect on the life of women, both 
married and single, but more especially 
the former. For the Communist declares 
that for the good of society the manual 
labors of the housewife should be social- 
ized. “No nation can be free,” says Lenin, 
“when half the population is enslaved in 
the kitchen.” - Hence, would it not be 


better if, instead of an individual labor- 


ing over one stove, cooking one meal, we 
had community kitchens with trained 
cooks? [f, instead of an individual toil- 
ing over one tub and one ironing board, 
we had a community laundry equipped 
with modern machinery in the hands of 
trained workers? Instead of a mother 


Mian Casey said: “When a legislature 


is considering a bill for ‘persons,’ judg- 


ment is used — they consider how one 
State compares with another, and all the 


_ business sagacity they have is brought to 


bear. But when it is a bill labeled 
‘women,’ they go hay-wire—get romantic 
in the wrong place, and the result is hard- 


ship on thousands of women with families — 


to support. This year many legislators 
who in former years have advocated these 
bills for women only, now would not 
tonch them; and this is because the work- 
ers isulinacdvee, members of the Associated 
Industrial Councils of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, have taken the first- xa —— 
in their own defense.” 

Governor Roosevelt gave ample time tor 


the presentation of these facts, although 


it was one of the busiest days just prior 
to his departure. At various times he 
questioned sympathetically in regard to 
eertain points brought out by the speak- 


ers. Miss Pollitser delivered to Governor 


Roosevelt the following telegram received 
from Mrs, Stephen Pell: “Please use my 
name as earnestly urging Governor Roose- 
velt to acknowledge Equal Rights and 


pay that only urgent necessity keeps me 


from seeing him with you all. I hope to 
see him at another time on this matter. 
Best wishes.” 

“Women throughout the country, to 


(Reprinted in part from the August, 1932, 
number of Opportunity, London.) 


being a slave to her child both night and 
day, would it not be better to have com- 
munity nurseries in which children can 
be cared for and receive expert attention? 


This idea of collectivism does not aim at 


destroying the family, for the use of these 
community kitchens, laundries and nur- 
series is not compulsory except in cases 
of neglect. Rather is its object to give 
leisure to the married woman, so that she 
can cultivate her mind and take an active 
part in that work which promotes the 
good of the whole community. Of courss, 
not all the buildings required for this 
plan are yet ready, but with amazing 
rapidity each factory is acquiring its own 
social club, community kitchen, laundry, 
school, theatre, cinema, nursery and park, 


_ whilst one town (Ivano-Voznesenk, a chief | 
textile centre) is noted for its fleet of 
trucks carrying thermos food containers — 


to households at meal times. It is also 
interesting to note that mainly women 
workers are in the textile industry, so 
that these factories are all equipped with 
large, modern nurseries, 

Seeing that Russia is determined that 
domestic life shall not bar a woman from 
the business world, let us see what oppor- 
tunities are afforded to her. Is the rule 


Equal Rights 


whom Equal Rights for men and wonien 


is the principal issue today, are writing 
to the National Woman’s Party to ascer. 
tain the views of the candidates on Equal 
Rights,” said Miss Pollitzer in closing. 
“We bring you this startling array of dis. 
criminations which confront women in 
every State of the Union, so that with the 
facts in hand you will declare yourself 
unmistakably on this issue between now 
and the date of election.” The list of dis. 


criminations mentioned, plus: names of 


States in which these discriminations 


occur, has been drawn up by Burnita Shel. 


ton Matthews, chairman of the Legal Re. 
search Department of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, member of the Bar of the 
United States Supreme Court, and chair. 


man of the Committee on Jurisprudence : 
- and Law Reform of the National Associa. 


tion of Women Lawyers, this past week. 
This is being sent to Governor Roosevelt 


en route. He expressed great — in 


having this. 


In addition to eee who ins to the : 


Governor, members of the deputation 
were: Mrs. Lloyd Williams, member of 


the New York City Committee, National — 


Woman’s Party; Alma Lutz, North Da- 
kota; and Marguerite. Smith, Boston, 


‘members National Council; Mrs. Herbert 
‘Hamm, Mrs. Kari de Silva, and Mrs. 


William Fitzgerald of New Tork, 


~The Position of ‘Women in: Russia-- 


“fair field and no tavor” and Need pay 
for equal work,” or has a woman a spe- 
cially allotted place? The Communist 


would answer that under his collectivist — 
system there is no such thing as one | 


family being one economic factor, for 


there is only one family—the collectivist | 
society, Each member must work for the | 
good of the family; therefore, regardlezs © 
of sex, everyone must work in the sphere | 
for which he or she is most suited. No — 


woman need be economically dependent 


upon her husband, every career is open to | 
her, and equal pay for equal work pre- 
vails. The only jobs closed to women are — 
those requiring heavy manual labor, for | 
which a woman is most unsuitable, being | 


physically unfit. 
In politics she receives every encotirage- 


ment to fill responsible positions, 8 per : 


cent, of the members in the All-Russian 


Soviet chief governing body are women, | 


whilst Russia has provided the first wont 


an foreign ambassador in history. In 


1926, there were 146 women judges and 20 
prosecuting attorneys. Many women have 
taken up electrical engineering as a pro- 
fession, while some have gone as far a8 


barbering. In all universities women are | 


received on the same terms as men, there- 
fore enjoying the same rights and privi- 


leges, this being against all rules of Euro- | 


pean and American universities, R. M. P. 
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E during this campaign 
that Mr. Roosevelt’s ‘Equal 
Rights to all’ and Mr. Hoover’s 
‘The test of freedom is that there should 
be maintained equality of opportunity to 
every individual. 
significance as the principle of Equal 
Rights which women have presented as 
their issue in this Campaign,” said Mrs. 
Iris Calderhead Walker (Mrs. John Bris- 
pen Walker), chairman of the equality 
reservation campaign of the National 


Woman’s Party, speaking for the Pathe 


News from the garden of Alva Belmont 
House, headquarters in  Wemeegton of 
the organization. 

“The necessity for a just and modern 
law, to take the place of the obsolete laws 
of past centuries still remaining on our 
statute books, is a matter of the utmost 
urgency in these days of economic in- 
security,” Mrs, Walker continued. “Surely 
these statements of the candidates of the 
two major parties mean that the laws 


the first century A.D., according to 
Nancy Lee Swann, whose biography 
of “Pan Chao: Foremost Woman Scholar 


Fite tet in China dates oe to 


. will have the same 


under which we live should apply to men 


and women alike. But do they? Unfor- 
tunately the laws under which we live do 
not protect the rights of men ‘ane women 
equally. 

“There is, in fact, not a single State 
in the Union today where all the laws 


apply equally to men and women. 


“Because of these discriminations, 


abuses and grievances, hangovers from a 


by-gone age, women, under the conditions 
of the present depression, are coming in 
flocks into our headquarters to seek ad- 


_ vice about separating from their husbands 


in order to maintain their economic posi- 
tion. Indeed, seven employees - one office 
were driven to this necessity. — 

“At no time has there even Sis a gen- 


eral demand for restrictive laws. Such re- - 


strictive legislation as we have, has been 


the result of agitation by minority groups. 


Under these laws the mere aceident of hay- 


ing been born a girl, instead of a boy, 
makes it more difficult to get on in life, 


gave her the Ph.D. degree in the Depart- 
ment of Chinese and she has studied the 
Chinese collections in all the great muse- 
ums of the world. At present she is a 


“We shall change these conditions = 
our Own country. 


“But what do we find inkiduadtanaillen 


_It is unbelievable that the first cedifica- 


tion of international law begins with a 
glaring discrimination against women, 


We therefore cannot view without grave _ 
concern and alarm, our country’s entrance __ 
into the World Court unless ‘the law dt 
administers is based on — ath men 
and women alike. 


“In the recent Hague Chatiniaes to be- 
gin this codification of international law, 


the first article of the propoacd ‘code. ti 


based on the theory of the subjection of 
women and is today the source of deep 
dissatisfaction women of 


countries. 
“Nationally and. internationally, Equal 
- Rights is the logical sequence to our fight. _ 


for the suffrage amendment. Therefore 
see to it, woman voter, that your candi- 
date for Congress, for the Senate and for 


The Fi irst Fy eminist 


She was to verses the 


celebration of important occasions and 


several of these poems are quoted by Miss 


Swann. Her biography, written in con- 


of China” is reviewed dn-the*New*¥ork:~.member of the. staff.of the Gest Chinese. .cige, severe style and dating from two or 


Times of September 11. We quote from 
the review, as follows: 


“Ancient China, mother of shila, 
has been discovered to have still another 


claim upon that title. For it has been 
found that she produced the first Femi- 


-hist, the first woman to plead for the 


higher education of women. Suppose she 


had heeded the plea of her very capable 


daughter, Pan Chao, and had developed 
a system of education for women that 
would have made and kept them free, 
saved them from footbinding and the phy- 
sical, mental and spiritual degradation 
which has been a stone on the neck of 


both Chinese womanhood and of China 


as a whole. How different might have 
been not only her history but that of all 
the world! 


“Nancy Lee Swann, who has bedmght 
out the story of this Pan Chao from 
among heaps of dusty ancient volumes, 
hails from our own Southwest. Away 
down on the prairies of Texas she heard 
the insistent call of mysterious China, 
listened, and soon had no ears for any- 


thing else, After annexing to her name 


various letters granted by the University 
of Texas, she lived, studied, worked in 


China for several years and formed there | 


numerous social and cultural contacts of 
great value for the research work in which 
she was engaged. Columbia University 


but reclaimed by his grandparents. 


_ Research Library, McGill University, 
Montreal. Out of the musty chronicles 
of Chinese antiquity she has recovered 
and clothed with living words the figure 
of Pan Chao, scholar, author, teacher of 


royalty, poet laureate, diplomat, adviser 


to the throne, and made of the story of 
her life this unique and = interesting 
book, 

- “Pan Chao lived in the first century, 
from about 45 or 50 A. D. to some time 
between 115 and 120 A. D. She came o¢ 
an active and gifted family dating back 
some seven or eight hundred years to an 
ancestor who was born out of wedlock 
into a branch of royalty, was abandoned 
in a swamp and nourished by a tigress, 
After 
him came a long line of descendants, of 
whom nearly all were prosperous and 


famous as high officials or great scholars. 


Pan Chao’s father and two brothers were 


all very distinguished men and she by her | 


own abilities and work won honors for 
herself as great as theirs. Contemporary 
and later writers agreed that she was 
deeply learned and highly talented. When 
her elder brother died, leaving unfinished 
two important books, the Emperor Ho, of 
the earlier Han period, commanded her to 
complete them. He was accustomed to 
summon her to the palace, where he told 
the empress and her ladies to treat her 
as a teacher, with the greatest respect. 


- 


tions, 


three centuries. later, lists her writing as 
filling sixteen books and describing them 
as narrative poems, commemorative writ- 
ings, inscriptions, eulogies, argumenta- 
commentaries, elegies, essays, 
treatises, expositions, memorials and final 


‘instructions. Two famous scholars of 


her time were her pupils, When the ¢m- 
press became regent she was accustomed 
to confer with Pan Chao on affairs of 
State. In one of the chapters of her 
“Lessons for Women” she says that to 
teach men and not to teach women ignores 
the essential relation between them and 
wants to know why girls as well as boys 
should not have cultural training,  __ 
“Miss Swann’s book is evidently the 
result of a very wide and thorough re- 


search into the large body of source _ 
material available in China. Undoubtedly, 


Pan Chao herself, famous scholar that 
she was, could she read it, would be de- 
lighted with it as a piece of sound, de- 


pendable and finished scholarship. It is — 


so scholarly, indeed, that the ordinary 
reader may be a little bewildered, even 
annoyed, by the crowding manifestations 
of research methods. But the world of 
Chinese scholarship will welcome arid’ ac- 
claim it and the ordinary reader will find 
in it a rarely interesting and complete 
picture of the life of a great and. very 
learned Chinese lady of bo hundred 
years ago.” 
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who believe in the complete equal- 

ity of men and women is the news 

that the California Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs has 
endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment. 
The resolution of endorsement was pre- 
sented by a Los Angeles member club, and 


QO F tremendous significance to all 


was presented at the annual State con- 
- yention of the Federation held in Yose- 


mite Park, September 9 and 10. 


The convention also endorsed a resolu- 
tion from the Anaheim (California) Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Club 
which requested that all members of the 


State Federation stndy the need of the 


amendment during the coming ciub year. 
The Equal Rights Amendment is also 

ealled the Lucretia Mott Amendment and 

reads: | | 


“Men and women. shall have Equal 


Mother, Ninety, ! 

at a new swin- 
ming pool at New 
Brighton, England 
recently, was a 
woman of 73, who 
had brought her 


Seventy-three, 
Swim 
Washington Star, 
Washington, D. C., 
September 15, 1932. 


see for herself how 


elever her offspring was. The daughter 


plunged into the water, swam breast 
stroke, then floated on her back while the 
mother, seated in a deck chair, smiled and 
proudly exclaimed, “She always. was a 
clever child.” 


Night Work 
Better Than Decision of the 
No Work State Industrial 


Commission 
on hours of labor 
for women was 
awaited today to 
determine its effect on industry here and 
in other Wisconsin cities. 

Representatives of interested communi- 
ties sought a modification of existing reg- 
ulations to permit women in industry to 
work after 6 P. M, in a hearing here. Or. 
ganized labor, Socialist leaders, and 


September 10, 1932. 


others opposed any change in present — 


standards. 

Testimony of doctors, nurses, city off- 
cials and others who held that night work 
would not be harmful and was better than 
no employment at all was fe cssiuane by the 
commission, 

Hosiery and knitting mill owners con- 
tended that the commission’s regulations 
now prevent them from employing night 
shifts of women workers during rush sea- 


MONG bathers” 


mother, aged 90, to — 


AUPUN, WiIs.—_ 


Rights Endorsed California Federation 


Rights throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdietion.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce - 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 
Having thus clearly expressed itself on 


the question as to where California’s © 


business and professional women stand 
on the subject of equal opporttnity and 


privilege for all adult citizens of their 
own country—that is, nationally on the 
subject of Equal Rights—the Federation 
went further and declared itself for 
equality internationally by adopting a 
third resolution, endorsing the Equality Sh 


Reservation to the World Court Adher- 
ence Resolution which is now before the 
United States Senate. This resolution was 


presented by the Arcadia Club. Ida Reed 
of San Francisco, past State president, 


was Resolutions Committee chairman for 
the eonyention. The resolutions will be 


printed in full in Equa Ricuts as soon 


Press 


sons and put them at a disadvantage in 
competing with mills in Southern States. 

Henry Ohl, Jr., president of the State 
Iederation of Labor, led the opposition 
to any reduction of the minimum wage 
scale or extension of the hours of work. 

Mrs. Zona Gale Breese, Portage novel- 
ist, argued that the issue was one of 
women’s rights and insisted that women 
had _ equal right with. ‘the men to work 
at night. 


Earnings of 
omen gainfully em- 
Inadequate ployed women in 
The Christian Connecticut 


Science Monitor, 
Boston, Masz., 


September 12, 1932. a survey of the em- 


ployment of women 
in this State, ‘made by the State Depart- 
ment of Labor and Factory Inspection. 
In the last decade the employment of 
women of 15 and over has increased 22.7 
per cent, said to be the largest increase 
in any of the New England States, 


During this time there has been a 


change in the type of work in which 


women are employed. The number en- 
gaged in agriculiure decreased 29.4 per 
cent and in manufacturing decreased 6.9 
per cent, while during the same. time 
there was an increase of 63.5 per cent 
engaged in professional services. Other 
increases were in the field of transporta- 
tion and communication, 58.2 per cent; 
domestic and personal service, 48.2 per 
cent; trade, 39.7 per cent; and clerical 
occupations, 33.4 per cent. 


HE number or 


is growing at a con- | 
sStantly increasing 
rate, according to 


‘Daily News, 


Equal Rights 


as they are received from California, 


That these resolutions fairly represent 
the sentiment of the generality of women — 
engaged in business and professional pur. 


suits in California is further shown by 


the fact that the California Federation of 

Business and Professional Women’s Clubs | 
merged with the California League of © 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs — 


at the business session of the convention, 


the enlarged organization being now a 
member of the National Federation of | 
_ Women’s 
Clubs, which unit in turn is affiliated with | 
the International Federation of Business | 


Business and Professional 


and Professional Women. 


Readers of Equat Ricuts will recall 


that the International Federation at Q 


~ board meeting held in Paris on J uly 16 


of this year went on record as favoring 


equal constitutional and civil rights for — 


women. 


The survey showed that the number of 


-Inarried women at work had increased by 
47 per cent in the last ten years, and of — 


the women gainfully employed now, two- 


thirds are married women contributing to 


tha ennnart of the railly. The estimated 


minimom costs of living for women indi- 
cate that under average living conditions 
the earnings of employed women are iar 
from adequate, the survey states. 


Salaries for Wives 66" 
and Mothers quires a 
Mre. Walter . lady who views. the | 
national scene with 
alarm, “do so many 
Washington 


Washington, D. 
14, 1932. 


kitchens ?” 


The answer is that the office hands : 


them a pay check every Saturday night. 


And there is nothing startling nor © 
shocking in that. No slander to our sex | 


is implied. 


Making a home and rearing children is 
the most splendid of all creative jobs— — 


and the most poorly paid. Women, I feel 


Sure, would fall to it with greater zest if — 
they were rewarded in some more solid — 


coin than fine words and editorial praise. 

From some unknown source has come 
the idea that we are by nature far less 
selfish than men. So deeply has it be- 
come established in the public mind that 
it now holds an almost sacred implication. 


HY,” in- 


modern women feel — 
that the routine of © 
the office is less | 
tiresome than the — 
| routine of the | 
home? “why do they prefer to drudge — 
downtown rather than in their own 
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Yet where are the facts that prove it? 
While it is difficult for mothers to earn 
money and at the same time make a good 
home for their children, it is foolish to 
suppose that they might not ceca de- 
sire to do both, one 


Men have been and 


yet- not abandoned the hope of accumu-— 


lating a fortune. Merely because we sup- 
ply the infants for the race is not suff- 


cient reason to believe that we may never — 
™ have any other ambition. 


Indeed, if our business gods are to be 
believed, it is reasonable to insist that the 
most worthwhile work should receive the 
greatest remuneration. If this is true, 


then by all odds housewives | and mothers 


should get large salaries. 
Yet we go on expecting them to work 


for years without any actual money to call 


their own. Some day we shall ditch this 
silly idea. -When we do, marriage and 


home-making will become the chief fem- 


inine occupation. Working for one’s room 
and board is not so inspiring. The men, 
we notice, resent it fearfully. Only the 


- dumbest woman would fail to do so, espe- 


cially when she is asked to keep it he 
indefinitely. 


Another 

Discrimination On 4 ly known that 
Account of Sex although an Ameri- 
The Legislative can woman no lon- 
Counsellor, ger loses her na- 


tionality upon mar- 
riage to an alien, 
that if she resides 
3 in a foreign coun- 
iry she must register every two years or 
she is left without a country. This is an- 
other detail which does hot affect Ameri- 
can born men and is therefore a discrimi- 
nation on aceount of sex. 


Seattle, Wash., 


Advocates Same 
Law for | | 
Men and Women ___sprevent people from 
buying, building, 
working, selling 
and carrying on the 
many activities that 
are normal to a 
modern. civilization? The country is the 
same, the opportunities are still present, 
we all need just as much food, clothing, 
shelter ‘and amusement as we did a few 
years ago, Prices are certainly at bottom. 
In building materials they are not chang- 
ing or going lower; it is merely the com- 
petition and labor price that is fluctuating. 
Tf there is a fluctuation and competi- 


San Francisco 
Chronicle, 


August 27, 1932. 


tion in labor price, it is time that we see | 


to it that wage scales that are accepted 
and adopted by industry groups are main- 
tained. If to maintain those scales it be- 
Comes necessary to have legislation, then 
legislation should be enacted. We have a 


minimum wage law in California; it has © 


IS not general- 


HAT is it that 
continues to 


The Evening Star, 


been tested and is constitutional and 


_ might well be amended to apply to men. 


as well as women. 

It is to the interest of every person, espe- 
cially property owners and bankers, in San 
Francisco who builds to adopt the mini- 
mum wage seale of the Industrial Asso- 
ciation as accepted by the Builders’ Ex- 
change and stop the competition in labor. 


Equal Pay F ee HE male of the 
Equal Work human species 
who 
‘presumes to make 
rules and regula- 
Seattle, Wash., 
Hestneshardiitiar tions for his mate. 
Te ig not enough 


that hers is the 


larger and more > 


serious job to réproduce the species; he 
must add extra handicaps, superfluous 
burdens upon his womankind should she 
presume to enter into competition with 
him in the matter Of receiving pay for her 


- toil and labor. The brave and the true 


among men are not afraid of woman’s 
competition, but agree with her that only 


through freedom to choose her oceupation 


will the highest type of civilization be 


‘built and competition will be 


into co-operation. 
When woman’s work in the ‘ee shall 


be rated as the most valuable of all the 
jobs called world’s work (that is, valued 


in the markets of the world, not simply 
as an empty sentiment of the pulpit and 
the press), then women will indeed be as 
free as men to choose their job and equal 
pay for equal work will be a fact. Instead 


of the man being economically independ-— 
ent and the woman economically d e- | 


pendent as today—each will be in a posi- 
tion of interdependence—a necessary fac- 
tor in and tending towards pti 
happiness. 


Divorce Ts 
Hold a Job defenders for 
Section 213 of the 
Economy Act, 
which provides 
that, in ease of dis- 
missal, married per- 
sons with husband or wife also employed 
in the Government service shall be the 
first to go. When the economy bill was 
under discussion in the Senate, after 
_agreement in conference, this section was 


Washington, D. C., 
September 14, 1982. 


attacked by Senator Bingham and others 


and deprived of any sound foundation 
which might have been presumed to sup- 
port it. It places a premium on matri- 


- Inony and disregards the theory that an 


employe’s status has any connection with 
efficiency. It means that a valuable em- 
ploye could lose his job, not because he 
was lacking in ability, but, because he had 
committed the crime of marrying another 
Government worker. But when the at- 
tack against this section was undertaken 


- 
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in the Senate it was too late to accomplish 
anything. To strike it out would again 
have placed in jeopardy the few good 
things that the economy act contained. 
The action of the Civil Service Com- 
mission invoking section 9 of the Civil 
Service Act, which holds that separation 
merely for the purpose of avoiding the 
family prohibition section of the Civil 
Service Act would not be a genuine sep- 
aration has been interpreted as a new 
assault on married couples in the Gov- 


ernment service, As a matter of fact, 
‘it is not. The section in question is not — 


new, although its applicability under the 
economy act contains fresh significance. 


It stands to reason that the Civil Service 


Commission is pursuing the wise course 


in bringing it to bear now in order to pre- 
vent resort to a hopeless expedient by — 


some married persons that would prove 
more disastrous than the loss by one of 
them of a Government job. 


The section was invoked in the case of 


a couple, one of whom lost his position, 


who decided to establish separate homes 


and draw up a separation agreement in — 
hope that by such means the lost job ~ 


might be regained. The forlorn tragedy 
‘of such a decision speaks for itself. It 
is an indictment of the Federal Govern- 
ment as an employer. But to condone 
such tactics, and thus deliberately to in- 
vite resort to home-breaking as a method 
of holding a job, would be even worse. 
The National Woman’s Party is author- 
ity for the statement that “at least fifty 
people” have sought its advice on the de- 
sirability of divorce action in order to 
prevent discharge under the economy act. 


‘There is some alarm lest enforcement of 


the discharge provisions will lead to 
broken homes through the divorce courts. 
It is difficult to credit such fears or to 
believe that the institution of marriage 
will be dealt a knockout blow by such 
passing fancies as those represented in 


- gome portions of the economy act. The 


fact remains that the general necessity, 
already demonstrated, for amending the 
economy act demands wepeat of the ban 
on matrimony. 


Woman's oy D. Cuapin, 
Urges Business. | Secretary of 
Impartiality Commeérce, was 


The Washington 


an’s Party to intro- 
duce a resolution, 
sponsored by the 
Party, before the National Conference of 
Business and Industrial Committees at 
the White House. 

The resolution urging that “in matters 
of paid employment and dismissal, there 
shall be no discrimination on account of 


sex or marriage,” failed to come before 
the Conference. 


August 29, 1932. 
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Mark This On Your Calendar - 
EADERS of Equat Ricuts are re- 
minded again of the meeting to be 
held Sunday at 4 P. M. at Alva Belmont 
House, national headquarters of the Na- 


tional Woman’s Party in Washington, 


at which Commissioner Jessie Dell of the 
United States Civil Service Commission 
will speak. Inasmuch as Miss Dell is a 
member of one of the most important Fed- 
eral commissions, one which formulates 
the rules under which thousands of Fed- 
eral employees win and hold their jobs, 
it is taken for granted that every woman 


-in the Government service will want to 


hear her-—particularly at a time when the 


_ jobs of married women, owing to the pass- 


age of the Economy Bill, are rather re 


carious. 


Ruth Comes to Headquarters 


UTH TAUNTON, a past president 
\ of the Anaheim Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club of Anaheim, 
California, in which office she furnished 
inspiration for that organization’s splen- 


did progressiveness, and who was also po- 


litical science chairman of the Southern 


District, California Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Clubs, is 


now publicity secretary for the National 


Woman’s Party eat Alva Belmont House, 


the national headquarters, in Washington. 

In its September bulletin the Business 
Women’s Legislative Council of Califor- 
nia speaks in high terms of Miss Taun- 
ton’s qualifications for her new position: 

“We who have worked with Ruth the 
last two years appreciate her ability, her 
leadership and her clear insight into the 
need of women studying economic and 


political problems in order that they may 
be more intelligent and useful citizens — 


and better equipped to assume their share 
of life’s responsibilities. As club editor 
of the Anaheim Bulletin of Anaheim, Cali- 
fornia, Ruth Taunton became interested 
in women’s efforts to become an active 
and useful part of the social, economic 
and political structure of the human fam- 


ily. _Her professional interest lies wholly 


in being a feature newspaper writer of 


-economics and politics.” 


Miss Taunton’s home is Hollywood, 


where she attended high school, later con- 


tinuing her studies at the University of 
Southern California. 


te 


ANNY BUNAND-SEVASTOS, execu- 
tive secretary of the Inter American 
Commission of Women, and her secretary, 
Marian Stewart, have been in Europe for 
the summer and sailed September a for 
the United States. 


Feminist Notes 


Ascribes Lobbying Reform to Alice Paul 
N “High Low Washington” (Lippin- 
cott), just out, we note the following: 
“The most spectacular change in the 


methods and status of the lobbyist oc-. 


curred in December, 1912, when Alice 


Paul came to Washington to lobby for 


the woman suffrage amendment. She and 


her fellow-suffragists were the first people 


who, without any attempt at subterfuge 


or concealment, marched straight into the 


Capitol and started talking to the Sena- 
tors, It was on this occasion that two 
women managed to make their way, into 
the office of Senator Hoke Smith of Geor- 
gia. There were two chairs. The Senator 


sat on one chair and rested his feet on the 
other. He laughed. ‘You’re suffragettes,’ - 


he said, ‘so you can stand.’ One of the 


women was Jeanette Rankin, who three 
years later was ected to — her- 


self, 


“In the two deeades sinee the suftragists 
scrapped the hole and corner tradition of 
lobbying, lobbying has come to be ac- 


cepted in Washington as an essential] part 
of the of American ind 


ment.” 


Recognize Fine Work of 


HE Medical Women’s Journal, Cin- 


cinnati, Ohio, calls attention in its 


_ leading editorial in this month’s issue to 


the appointment of the first woman as a 
surgeon in the United States Public 


Health Service. 


According to the Journal, the appoint. 


ment of Dr, Estelle Ford Warner as a 


surgeon on the same basis as other sur- 


geons in the United States Public Health © 


Service is of much interest to all medical 
women, This is the first time in the his- 


tory of the Public Health Service that a 
woman has held this rank. The splendid — 


work done by medical women during the 
war is still a matter of pride, and this 


appointment might be taken as a recog- 


nition of the fact that medical women are 
able to take their places beside medical 


men in emergencies. 


Dr. Warner will tour the country in the 
interest of child hygiene work, study the 
methods of State, municipal and school 
health authorities, and recommend im- 
provements, with the object of making a 
report on the proposed co-ordination of 
child health work throughout the country. 
In 1928 Dr. Warner was appointed direc- 
tor of the Marion County (Oregon) Child 
Health Demonstration of the Common- 
wealth Fund, succeeding Dr. William 
DeKleine. Previously she was medical 
director of the Bureau of Child Hygiene 
of the Oregon State Board of Health. She 
held a similar position with the Portland 
Board of Health, and was for six years 


19 Chee 


lecturer in child hygiene atethe University 
of Oregon. Dr. Warner graduated at the 
University of Oregon Medical Schou) jn 
1918. In order to become a surgeon ip 
the Public Health Service, which position 


implies an appointment to that in the 


Army or Navy on a life basis, one must — 


be under thirty years of age. 


Woman Physician Wins Distinction | | 
R. ANNA POLZL, one of the most 
renowned women doctors of Austria, 


working in the State Tobacco Factory, 


was given the title “Medizinalrat” in ree. 
ognition of her meritorious services, : 


Feminist Is Guest of California Council 
RS. MILDRED SEYDELL of At 
lanta, Georgia, was recently the 


- guest. of henor of a group of members of | 


the Business Women’s Legislative Coun. 
eil of California at a dinner at the Won- 


* en’s Athletic Club of Los Angeles. 


Mrs. Seydell, who is a Feminist, lec 
turer and writer, stopped in California on 
a Western trip undertaken to collect data 
for articles and lecttires which are to be | 


_ published under the title, “Talks With 


Celebrities.” The series was begun in 


1926 when, as a representative of the ) 


Hearst Crime Commission, composed of 
leading American criminologists, Mrs. 


.~ Seydell went to Europe to find out how 


countries in which crime was less preva 
lent in America handle this probiem. 
Since that time she has gone abroad each 
year and on her return has written articles _ 
for the “March of Events” section of the | 
Hearst papers. She has interviewed 
many outstanding personalities, including 


- Mussolini, the former Queen of Spain. 


Cosgrave and De Valera of Ireland, and 
Kemal Pasha of Turkey. In writing she § 


‘never misses an opportunity to support 


the principle of Equal Rights. 
Among her hestesses at the dinner were. 
Sue Brobst, president of the Council; | 


Judge May D. Lahey, F. Leiden 


deker, Alberta Gude Lynch, Estelle 8. A! 


kire, Hallie Newton, Edith Walker, Ber 


tha L. Aldrich, Adeltha Peterson, Vivia0 
Patterson, Anne D. Westing, and Agnes 
‘Mahoney. 


for EQUAL RIGHTS 


$2.00 a ‘Year 
Baltimore, Md. 


| DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


PUBLICATIONS 4ND BOOKS ~~ 
600 Fast Lombard Street 
Baltimere. Md. 


i 4 
i 
vite 
me 
“4a 
3 
x 4 
‘ 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
; 
5 
ay 
5 
+ 
« 
| 
TERS 
4 
4 
§ 
44 « 
ag 
5 i 
| 
ts. 
§ 
‘ 
: 
4 
‘ 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Bia 
4 
id: 
at 


